Lymphoproliferative disease and cancer among patients with common variable immunodeficiency.
Innate immune deficiencies are a heterogeneous group of genetically inherited diseases affecting the innate and adaptive immune systems that confer susceptibility to infection, autoimmunity, and cancer. This review discusses the latest insights into the links between common variable immunodeficiency (CVI) and malignancies. Although Ig therapy greatly reduces the number of infections and enhances survival, it does not appear to address the development of cancer, especially lymphoma. The reasons for the increased susceptibility to lymphoid malignancies are unclear. These include genetics, immune dysregulation, radiosensitivity and chronic infections such as Helicobacter pylori, EBV, human herpes virus type 8 and cytomegalovirus. Further studies will allow us to better stratify the risk for cancer in these patients, and teach us to better prevent these complications and to better treat them.